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Quinn: The Council of Fifty and Its Members, 1844 to 1945

the council of fifty and its members
1844 to 1945
D michael quinn
since the mid 1950s several articles graduate theses and books
have examined the existence and supposed role of the council of
fifty in mormon history so that by now the council of fifty is
within the general awareness of a large proportion of latter day saints
mormons unfortunately these writers did
as well as interested non cormons
not have access to documents presently available and in some cases
they did not consult important sources then available because casual
examination can make anything appear monstrous under the
academic microscope scholarly studies of the council of fifty thus far
have tended to distort insufficient evidence and sometimes to sensationalize
tion alize their interpretations current research into the documents
and historical environment of the council of fifty requires a rewriting
of these scholarly and highly popular interpretations rather than a
rewriting of mormon history in light of these previous interpretations
of the council of fifty
the primary role of the council of fifty was to symbolize the
otherworldly world order that would be established during the
millennial reign of christ on earth aside from its symbolic value
the singular importance of the council of fifty is that it reveals
revealsjoseph
joseph
Mormoni sms greatest constitutionalist the 1844
smith jr as mormonisms
minutes of the council contain hundreds of pages of the prophets
1

D michael qumn
quinn
dumn is an associate professor of american history brigham young university this article is an
m the mormon hierarchy 1832 1932 an
expansion of the authors interpretation of the council of fifty in
ph D diss yale university 1976 pp
ap 193 213
american elite phd
john D lee
robert glass cleland and juanita brooks eds A mormon chronicle the duner
dundr ofjohn
dunes
of joan
1 xxm
xam and passim james R oark
1848 1876 2 vols san marino calif the huntington library 195
clark
19555 ixxiii
18481876
dark
ofdeseret
deseret utah historical quarterly 26 april
the kingdom of god the council of fifty and the state of
131 48 hyrum L andrus joseph smith and world government salt lake city utah deseret
greatbasin
day saints
the latter duy
book co 1958 leonardj arrington great
basin
barin kingdom an economic history odthe
of fhe
ofthe
1830 1900 cambridge mass
ap 31 32 and passim jo ann barnett
harvard university press 1958 pp
ph D diss university of colorado 1965
cormons in
m politics the first hundred years phd
shipps the mormons
1958

kiaus
klaus
klausj
of fifty in mormon
klausaJ hansen quest for empire the political kingdom of god and the council offifty
history east lansing michigan state university press 1967 klaus hansens work is most vulnerable to this
criticism because his 1974 second edition stated that there was no need for revision when in fact his inter
interions were indefensible in view of diaries and other manuscripts readily available for research at the time
lons
pretat ons
pretations
of the second edition
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teachings about the meaning of the US constitution and the application of that document to the latter day saints in the world and
during the millennium
the secondary role of the council of fifty involved its literal
practical functions the council of fifty was only infrequently active
throughout it history and LDS church leadership dominated and
directed it when it was active the council was not a challenge to the
existing system of law and government but functioned in roles
familiar to american political science special interest lobby caucus
local political machine and private organization governed by
parliamentary procedures because LDS leaders did not regard the
council of fifty as subversive of american institutions its existence
was common knowledge among the latter day saints as long as it
functioned and its deliberations were no more secret than were those
non
of the quorum of the twelve apostles As a nonrevolutionary
revolutionary
political instrument the council of fifty held it final meeting in
1884 but the organization continued to survive technically until the
last of its members died in 1945

establishment
among several historical questions about the council of fifty

is

the matter of dating its establishment A different date for its
organization is provided by each of four reputable original sources
7 april 1842 10 11 and 13 march 1844 primarily because each
source considered a different event as marking the councils origin
each of these dates has significance in the establishment of the council of fifty
the minutes of the council for 10 april 1880 state that it was
organized by the lord april 7th
they further indicate that
ath 1842
this was the date of the revelation to joseph smith which provided
the name and mission of the organization 2 dating the organization
when joseph
of the council of fifty in terms of the revelation and not whenjoseph
smith acted upon the revelation thus fulfills the prophecy of daniel
that the kingdom of god was a rock cut out of the mountain without
LDS leaders often cited the daniel passage
hands daniel 244 43
45
when they spoke of the organization of the latter day kingdom of
god 3 at present no document has surfaced that explains why
joseph smith waited two years to give temporal fulfillment to that
of the council of fifty 10 april 1880 typed copy special collections harold B lee library
ham young university provo utah
brigham
brig
examples in hyrum L andrus doctrines of the kingdom vol 3 of foundations of the millennial
kingdom ofchrist
ap 40
46
4046
of christ salt lake city bookcraft 1973 pp
406
2minutes
minutes
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which was organized by the lord april 7th
ath 1842 but the 1842
date stands as the divine establishment
when it comes to the temporal establishment wilford
woodruff and franklin D richards state that joseph smith organized the council of fifty on 10 march 1844 4 on that date joseph
smith read two letters from lyman wight george miller and their
associates who were on a mission in wisconsin to obtain lumber to
nauvoc house and the nauvoo temple in illinois lyman
build the nauvoo
wight complained that the US indian agent was using his legal
powers to prevent the latter day saints from dealing with the indians
mormons to obtain lumber from indian lands elder
who allowed the cormons
wight asked the first presidency to let his group go with the indians
to the republic of texas where they would be free from US laws and
could establish a gathering place 5
joseph smiths handwritten journal for 10 march 1844 indicates
how a 430 PM meeting of a few associates at the nauvoo mansion to
discuss these letters was the starting point for the organization of the

council of fifty
joseph asked can this council keep what I1 say not make it
public all held up thir sic hands one blank line
copy the constitution of the US
hands of a select committee one blank line
no law can be enacted but what every man can be protected from

the meeting adjourned and reconvened at 7 PM in the assembly room

above joseph smiths store where he had introduced the endowment
ceremonies in may 1842 and where he now met in council with
these men and enjoined perfect secrecy of them 6
joseph smith may not have planned to organize a special council
on this occasion but in the process of this day s meetings the prophet
made a provisional organization as indicated by the facts that one of
those in attendance john phelps was not among those formally admitted to the council of fifty after 10 march 1844 and that willard
richards remained provisional chairman only three days 7

woodruff journal
wilford woodruffiournal

10 march 1844

and franklin D richards journal

10

april

1880 both at

ves
library Archi
archives
Yes historical department of the church ofjesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city

utah hereafter cited

church archives
day saints ed brigham H roberts
joseph smith jr history of the church ofjesus
lutter duy
latter
of jesus christ of
oflatter
2nd
and ed rev 7 vols salt lake city deseret news 1932 1951 6255 60 hereafter cited as HC
joseph smith jr journal 10 march 1844 kept by willard richards church archives his long entries
for this date were omitted from the published history ofthe
rke
the church 6160 and his much briefer entry for
of rhe
odthe
11 march 1844 was expanded greatly in HC 6160 6 11
6 1 william clayton journal entries from
joseph smith jr journal 10 and 11I 11I march 1844 HC 6160 61
in james B alien
10 march to 18 april 1844 referred to injates
injames
ailen one mans nauvoo the mormon experience in
allen
illinois as seen and felt by william clayton journal of mormon history 6 1979
as
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the manuscript history of the church the published history of

the church and the journals of william clayton andjoseph
and joseph fielding
all state that the council of fifty was organized on 11 march 1844 8
because this is the date when joseph smith first formally admitted
men to membership in the organization that became the council of
fifty scholars have most often used 11 march 1844 as the organization date this practice is appropriate as long as it is recognized why
members of the council of fifty sometimes also identified the
establishment of the council with the other dates under discussion
here
brigham young s handwritten journal and manuscript history
state that the organization occurred on 13 march 1844 9 on this occasion joseph smith was chosen the standing chairman of the counsionjoseph
cil of fifty replacing the provisional chairman willard richards 10
from this date onward the president of the church was always the
standing chairman of the council of fifty in view of brigham
youngs s emphasis on the primacy of the LDS president it is natural
young
that he would stress 13 march 1844 as the date of establishment
NAMES

original documents not only assign various dates of establishment but also designate this special organization by a variety of
names the specific names must be known in order to identify the
council of fifty and to avoid assuming that every oblique reference to
council applies to the council of fifty in a revelation presented
by john taylor to the council of fifty on 27 june 1882 as well as in
the minutes of the 10 april 1880 meeting of the council of fifty and
in the journals of william clayton franklin D richards andjoseph
and joseph
F smith the official revealed name of the council of fifty is the
4 1

manuscript history of the church 11 march 1844 andjosephficidingjournal
Kelding journal 11 march 1849 church
and joseph keldingjournal
clayton journal 11 march 1844 as cited in ailen
archives william claytonjournal
fn 20
allen
alien one mans nauvoo an
brigham young journal 13 march 1844 church archives manuscript history of brigham young
13 march 1844 in later published versions of history of brigham young
this was altered to conform to
the traditional I111I1 march 1844 date see latter day saints millennial star 26 21 may 1864 328
lowilliarn
fn 21 HC
william clayton journal 13 march 1844 referred to in allen
ailen one mans nauvoo an
alien
26 21 may 1864 328 describes these appoint6263 history of brigham young LDS millennial star id
ments but puts them on 11 march 1844 contrary to brigham young s handwritten journal and to william
Clay
ciaytons
claytons
claytonl
tons journal
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kingdom of god and his laws with the keys and powers thereof
and judgment in the hands of his servants ahman christ 1I 1I
11

this name was too complex to be

easily remembered or written

and so this organization had a wide assortment of shorter designations sticking closely to the revealed name heber C kimball and
john henry smith called it the kingdom of god 12 in a briefer
reference to the full name joseph smith willard richards and
heber C kimball mentioned it as the kingdom 13 and heber C
kimball sometimes called it simply the K 14 after referring to it
three times as special council
the manuscript history of the
church and the published history of the church henceforth called it
the general council 15 george miller and franklin D richards
designated it council of the kingdom whereas william clayton
clay ton
4

athis is the name from the revelation of27june
of 27 june 1882 as found in a collection ofjohn
ofjohn taylors revelations
ithis
this
copied by his daughter annie taylor hyde in her notebook p 67 church archives the william clayton

journal

gives the same reading

of the name except that william clayton makes laws
an 21 the 10 april 1880 minutes
singular and makes power plural see alien
allen
ailen one mans nauvoo fn
agree with the 1882 revelation except in leaving out ahman christ and in making power plural the
franklin D richards journal for 16 march 1880 and the joseph F smith journal memorandum recorded
following the 31 december 1880 entry church archives both agree with the 1882 revelation except for leavandmakmg
making power plural howeverjoseph
however joseph F smith in his journal for
ing out the words ahman christ and
16 march 1880 agrees with the singular form of power
of the full name yet closing
abbreviated versions ofthe
odthe
with the words ahman christ are found in the entry for 9 october 1884 in the abraham H cannon
cannonjour
journal harold B lee library brigham young university and the 3 march 1849 entry in the john D lee jour1 98
nal as published in cleland and brooks A mormon chronicle 198
woodruffjournal 29 may
the wilford woodruffjournal
god & his law & judgment
1847 gives the name in an abbreviated and shorthand form
the kingdom of goda
in then follows the shorthand the hands ochis
a cross for christ
the
of his sertnts
selrtnts sic ahman then across
ofhis
preceding transcription is courtesy of andrew F ehat editorial intern for B YU
YU studies
heber C kimball journal 4 february 1845 church archives john henry smith journal 18 may
1881
1881 in george A smith family collection western americana J willard marriott library university of
utah salt lake city
13
joseph smith journal 13 may 1844 willard richards journal 13 may 1844 and heber C kimball
journal 1 march 1845
heber C kimball journal 11 march 1845
15b
B H roberts cited the original manuscript for the history odthe
of the church whereas the 1857 compilers of
the manuscript history of the church footnoted the term general council in the manuscript and identified it as the council of fifty see HC 77579
379
579
it should be noted that the term general council was
7379
used to identify the council of fifty only in these sources created by the LDS church historian in utah and
the term was never used by the members of the council of fifty in their contemporary diaries and journals
moveover
moreover
Moveover whereas the term council of fifty has only one possible application the term general council has had many other applications in mormon history an organization of high priests as indicated in doc102 1 8 a meeting ofall
trine & covenants 1021
cfall
of all general and local church officers as indicated in minutes of a
general council LDS millennial star 24 18 january 1862 33 and meetings during the pioneer exodus in
involving all captains of companies and other camp leaders many of whom were not members of the council of
fifty therefore although some present authors consistently prefer general council when referring to the
council of fifty the term general council is the least satisfactory of all possible names
general council references are in
274 286 331 341 343 351 356 369 HC 17379
m HC 66274
379
579 380
7579
387 395 399 401 405 406 407 439 447 453 567 and in manuscript history of the church under 26
march 1844 4 april 1844 11 april 1844 18 april 1844 25 april 1844 6 may 1844 13 may 1844 31 may
1844 1 march 1845 4 march 1845 11 march 1845 18 march 1845 22 march 1845 11 april 1845 15 april
1845 22 april 1845 29 april 1845 6 may 1845 10 may 1845 9 september 1845 30 september 1845 4 october 1845 11 january 1846 12 november 1846 13 november 1846 25 december 1846 26 december
1846 27 december 1846 9 october 1868 and in historians officejournal
office journal 9 october 1868
1

january

1845
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expanded that to the council of the kingdom of god 16 joseph
fielding in 1844 called it the grand council whereas lyman
wight in 1848 described it as the grand council of the kingdom of
grand council of god
god
and grand council of
heaven 17 john D lee exuberantly called it councils of the
gods whereas daniel spencer and robert T burton obliquely
18
listed it as council of
in 1849 men like joseph fielding
and john D lee called it legislative council
horace S eldredge andyjohn
andjohn
but dropped that name in 1850 when congress created utah territory with a civil legislature in which the upper house was called the
legislative council 19 john D lee also described it as municipal
department of the kingdom of god which brigham young jr
echoed later as church municipal board 20
the identity of the council of fifty with the church was emphasized
pha sized when wilford woodruff hosea stout and the manuscript
history of the church called it council of elders and when robert
T burton called it council of the presiding authorities of the
church 21 orson hyde more clearly stated this church identity
when he addressed a letter to the council of fifty on 25 april 1844 as
the council of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints 22
also the council of fifty sometimes carried the name of the church
president
president youngs
joseph smiths council
council or president taylor s council 23

george
gcorge miller to james J strang 28 june 185
18555 published in northern islander 6 september 185
18555
clayton journal 1 january 1845 cited in allen
franklin D richards journal 18 may 1881 william claytonjournal
ailen one
alien
rge
an 2211 wllliam
rae
nauvoo
plo
pioneer
maans
fn
tae
M
journal
rhe
thee original
journal
rons
urnal
urual A daily record of th
thee jo
unn
claytons
claytona
kauv
william clay
to
urn al of th
neer
original pio
00
tons
ns jo
ns nauv
clar
company of mormon pioneersfrom
pioneers from
toe
the great salt lake salt lake city
trom nauvoo illinois to the valley of
odthe
pp 202 203
deseret news 1921 ap
Fielding journal entry after 6 april 1844 in andrew F ehat
joseph fieldingjournal
they might have known that
byustudies
studies 19 winter 1979
joseph fielding BYU
he was not a fallen prophet the nauvoo journal of ofjoseph
apo
my life ano
ann Aaddress by way odan
14
1488 dyman
agh t A
adjo
igh
an W
bridge d Aaccount
cco u n t an
february 1844
unn
journal
and
und
wight
lyman
lym
urn al of
djo
m fe
ofay
trom
brom
of an Aabridged
from
up to april 1848 apnp nd ap
pp 9 11 13 14
18john D lee journal 31 march 1849 in cleland and brooks A mormon chronicle 11104
104 daniel
john
spencer
journal 11 april 1845 and robert T burtonjournal
Burton journal 10 october 1883 church archives
spencerjournal
fielding journal 11 march 1849 horace S eldredge journal 4 march 1849 church archives
joseph fieldingjournal
john D lee journal 3 march 4 march 10 march 1849 as printed in cleland and brooks A mormon chronicle 197 100
lee
iee journal fall 1848 in cleland and brooks A mormon chronicle 180 brigham youngjr
john
fohn D leejoumal
26

journal 23 january 1867 church archives
2wilford
twilford
wilford woodruff journal 25 january 1867 manuscript history of the church 25 january 1867
hosea stout memo 25 january 1867 in juanita brooks ed on the mormon frontier tae
the
diary of hosea
thediaryofhosea
stout 12 vols salt lake city university of utah press 1964 2716 compare these sources with brigham
young
youngjr
jr journal 2 55 january 1867 where the council is specifically identified as the council of fifty or
wilford woodruff journal 10 october 1867 with elias smith journal 10 october 1867 council of
fifty
church archives and compare the robert T burton journal 10 april 1883 with franklin D
richards journal 10 april 1883 church archives
HC 6369 373 manuscript history of the church 13 may 1844
11hc
example in william W taylorjournal
29 june 1883 church archives cf franklin D richardsjour
taylor journal 29june
richards journal
a 29 june 1883 sometimes however such designation referred to a council that was not a meeting of the
council of fifty
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because joseph smith admitted more than fifty men to his
special council in the spring of 1844 most members called it council
of fifty even this name had several variations brigham young
referred to it as the fifty shadrach roundy called it council of
fifties
charles C rich wrote it as council of ft franklin D
richards sometimes wrote it as council of 50 kingdom willard
richards and john D lee spelled fifty backwards and rendered it
council of YTFIF joseph F smith used the roman numeral for fifkofl
ty and wrote council of
oflL george miller called it council of fifty
whereas willard richards phinehas
princes of the kingdom
richards and david fullmer designated it the quorum of 50 24
one additional name for the council of fifty deserves separate
consideration its members also called the council of fifty the living constitution or council of the living constitution 25 some
writers have confused this with the name of the fifteen trustees of the
mercantile and mechanical association of nauvoo who were
presented in a public meeting on 31 january 1845 as the living
constitution of that association 26 the two living constitutions
were as distinct as their separate organization dates although eight
members of this business living constitution were already
members of the council of fifty s living constitution two others
were never members of the council of fifty and five other members
of this 1845 business living constitution did not join the council
of fifty until from one month to in one case twenty two years
later 27
council members peter haws erastus snow and george Q
cannon explained why the council of fifty had the title living
brigham young journal 4 february 1845 shadrach roundyjournal
roundy journal end of 1870 entry charles C
rich journal 4 march 1845 franklin D richards journal 4 october 1881 willard richards journal
1846 john D leejournal
27 march 1846john
joseph F smithjournal
1846joseph
smith journal 10 april 1880 willard richards
lee journal 18 april 1846
journal 21 august 13 september 1851 phinehas richards journal 25 august 1851 and 23 23january
january 1867
55
fullmer family notebook p 411 all at church archives and george miller to james J strang 1 july 18
1855
published in northern islander 20 september 1855
25 daniel spencer
spencerjournal
journal 12 april 1845 cf heber C kimballjournal
kimball journal 12 april 1845 the kingdom
daniel spencer
spencerjournal
journal 18 april 1845 cf charles C richjournal
rich journal 18 april 1845 council offt
met
of ft
william W phelps in meeting of 27 february 1845 miscellaneous minutes at church archives john D lee
mormonism unveiled ed W W bishop st louis mo bryan brand & co 1877 p 173 an unsigned
article in zions harbinger and Bane
baneemys
emys organ 2 january 1852 3 declared that joseph smith secretly
organized a council of 550 men which he denominated the grand council and living constitution of the
kingdom of god
the knowledgeable source of this information was undoubtedly william marks who
made a less specific description of the council of fifty in his letter published in zions
zion s harbinger 3 july
24 24brigham

1853

53

pp 3 11 12 and amasa M lyman
minutes of mercantile and manufacturing association of nauvoo ap
journal 28 january 4 february 7 february and 18 february 1845 church archives HC 7369
ibid the 1845 business living constitution consisted ofjohn
ofjohn taylor george A smith and amasa M
following
Howing twelve counselors samuel bent alpheus cutler phinehas
lyman as a presidency with the fo
richards edward hunter daniel spencer john benbow theodore turley orson spencer david fullmer
charles C rich william weeks and joseph W coolidge compare to biographical sketches at end of this
article
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joseph smith asked the council to write a constituconstitution
tion for the kingdom of god after a week of unsuccessful effort
joseph smith delivered a revelation to the council of fifty that stated
211
ye are my constitution 28128
in this view the latter day kingdom of
god transcended the confines of a single written document and the
kingdom conducted itself according to the words and acts of inspired
men A revelation to the council of fifty on 27 june 1882 reaffirmed
that ye are my constitution and 1I am your god 29 the designation of the council as living constitution has special significance
in a later discussion of the subordination of the council of fifty to the
church s first presidency and the quorum of the twelve apostles 30
PURPOSES

the
authors often cite the history odthe
taf church to describe the purof tae
poses of the council fifty 31 but the revelation of 27june
27 june 1882 gives
a more comprehensive statement of the council s purpose
thus saith the lord god who rules in the heavens above and in the

earth beneath 1I have introduced my kingdom and my government
even the kingdom of god that my servants have heretofore prophesied
of and that I1 taught my disciples to pray for saying thy kingdom
come thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven for the establishment of my rule for the introduction of my law for the protection of
my church and for the maintenance promulgation and protection of
civil and religious liberty in this nation and throughout the world and
all men of every nation color and creed shall yet be protected and
shielded thereby and every nation and kindred and people and
tongue shall yet bow the knee to me and acknowledge me to be ahman
christ to the glory of god the father 32

this

expansive mission of the council of fifty was referred to by
members benjamin F johnson and john D lee in often quoted
statements 33
after a virtual silence in traditional LDS histories about the role
of the council of fifty in nauvoo and utah history the writers of the
1930s and 1960s concluded with increasing enthusiasm that the
1950s
council of fifty was actually the dynamic agent of mormon history
21ipottawattamic
pottawattamie high council minutes p 137 20 january
20january 1849 and charles L walkerjournal
waiker journal 5 june
walker
1870 church archives salt lake herald 16 september 1897 p 5
annle taylor hyde notebook p 65 this statement also appears as a quote in the minutes of 21 april
annie
1880 harold B lee library brigham young university and probably was taken from an earlier revelation
secsee an
fn 108
30see

HC
jhc
3hc

6261
andyjohn
richards journal andjohn
and john henry smith
annle taylor hyde notebook pp
annie
ap 58 60 see also franklin D richardsjournal
journal for 27 june 1882
33 33benjamin
benjamin F johnson A life review MS p 94 church archives and cleland and brooks A mormon chronicle 180 both statements are re quoted in the studies of
ofhansen
hansen andrus and others

170

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol20/iss2/4

8

Quinn: The Council of Fifty and Its Members, 1844 to 1945

from 11844
844 to the 1880s in 1958 james R clark
oark stated that the
dark
policy making body for
council of fifty or general council was the policymaking
the civil government of utah from 1848 to 1870 if not later 34 then
1963 that the council of fifty was as imporjan shipps observed in 1965
tant if not more so in building the temporal kingdom than the
council of the twelve apostles 35 and in 1967 klaus
kiaus
klausj
klausaJ hansen
concluded that without the existence and activities of the council of
fifty which contributed significantly to the building of the rocky
mountain kingdom mormonism might well have failed to enjoy its
present stature and prestige within the framework of accepted
american religious values and persuasions 36 those conclusions can
no longer be supported now that current research demonstrates that
the council of fifty was most often not functioning and was only a
symbolic formality when it was functioning
ACTIVITY

two parliamentary rules governed the council of fifty it could
convene only when it had a quorum fifty percent of membership in
attendance and it existed officially only when it convened to conduct
business thus the council of fifty had only a technical non
functioning existence when its members did not meet with or report
to convened sessions of the council
although the murder of joseph smith and other mob actions
threatened the existence of both the church and civil order at
nauvoo william clayton recorded that the council of fifty met on
4 february 1845 for the first time since the death of the prophet the
previous june 37 during these critical months the quorum of twelve
previousjune
apostles acted virtually alone in stabilizing nauvoos
Nauvoos religious and
civil society from 1 march through may 1845 the council of fifty
convened nearly every week to respond to current crises and to plan
for the westward movement
after may 1845 the council met
sporadically until its final pre exodus meetings in the nauvoo temple
on 11 13 and 18 january 1846
after january 1846 the council of fifty had
for nearly three years afterjanuary
few meetings because its members were widely scattered during the
pioneer exodus making it difficult to obtain a quorum for meetings
for example apostle john E page a member of the council was
dropped from church office and disfellowshipped
ped in february 1846
disfellowship
chark
ciark
clark
cllrk
35
shipps
Ships

the kingdom of god p
cormons in politics
the mormons

quest
jor
questforempire
hansen quert
for empire p 190
nwilliarn
william claytonjournal
clayton journal 4 february

143

p 165

36 36hansen

1845

cited in ailen
alien
allen

one mans nauvoo

an
fn 25
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and was excommunicated from the church in june 1846 even
though council of fifty members regardedjohn
regarded john E page as a traitor to
both the church and the kingdom it was not until 12 november
1846 that a quorum twenty six members of the council of fifty
could convene to drop him from the council 38
the council of fifty did not meet regularly again until
december 1848 and therefore exerted minimal direction of the mormon pioneer exodus an examination of the attendance at the scores
of council meetings which supervised the pioneer exodus from
february 1846 to december 1848 shows a consistent pattern the
apostles summoned these pioneer council meetings and invited
members as well as non members of the council of fifty to participate at the direction of the apostles 39 the inclusion of non
members of the council of fifty actually diminished the status of
council members who regarded the exodus as their primary mission
this situation undoubtedly was what prompted george miller s sarcastic comment in 1855 that the council of fifty in 1846 1847
Brig hams reign 40 miller s
swelled to a great crowd under brighams
disgruntled remark certainly did not describe an actual enlargement
of the council although brigham young s additions to the council
of fifty increased its membership to a temporary high of sixty men in
disaffections
1845 deaths and dis
affections soon reduced the membership to the
mid fifties level established by joseph smith president brigham
young convened the council of fifty occasionally during the pioneer
exodus of 1846 1848 but the consistent supervision of the exodus
was provided by members of the quorum of the twelve apostles to
which other members of the council of fifty were subordinate
after an initial flurry of activity from 1848 to 1850 in utah the
council of fifty became a virtual relic during the remainder of
brigham young s leadership it met weekly from december 1848
through the end of 1849 to provide the foundation for utah s civil
government the council did not convene again until 21 august
1851 one comment during the 1851 meetings demonstrates that
the council of fifty had ceased to function while it was unconvened
S roundy was appointed on a
during this year and a half period
mission east two years ago and never made any report if they want it
he is ready to make a report 41 the council of fifty met periodically
1

3willard richards journal 12 november 1846
hwillard
willard
9 examples
9examples in the willard richards journal are meetings of 30 march 2 april 18 april 26 april 27
april 20 may 7 august 1846
40
gcorge
george miller to james J strang 1 july 1855 published in northern islander 20 september 1855
40george
41 meeting of
25 august 1851 miscellaneous minutes in church archives
cf journals of willard

richards and wilford woodruff for this date
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5 1 when most members seemed to lose interest
until 4 october 18
1831
oct 4 1851 10 12 a m nine persons only having met on motion
adjourned to 1 PM 1 PM again met roll called not a quorum on
motion adjourned to the call of the president 42 brigham young
showed as little interest in calling another meeting for the council of
51
fifty as its members had shown for attending its last meeting in 18
1851
he did not bother to reconvene the council for more than fifteen

years

when the council of fifty met on

23 january 1867 for the first

since the last meeting of the council on the 4th
ath october
brigham young gave council members no encouragement
18 51
1851
was not aware of any parabout the importance of their role
ticular business to be brought before the council further than to
meet and renew our acquaintance with each other in this capacity
had no doubt but the brethren had often inquired in their own
minds when the council would again be called together 43 the
council of fifty met only eight times from this date until 9 october
1868 when it met and voted to establish zions co
cooperative mercanoperative
tile institution ZCMI the council of fifty apparently conducted
no other substantive business during the 1867 1868 period but oc-

time

he

cupied itself primarily with the admission of new members to fill
vacancies 44 interest in these perfunctory meetings of the council was
so low that on 4 april 1868 the council of fifty met this PM but
few attended consequently it was turned into a testimony meeting for
a short season 45 brigham young tired of the council of fifty and
ignored it after october 1868
his successor john taylor revitalized the council of fifty by
reconvening it on 10 april 1880 for the first time since last met in
oct 68 46 under president taylors direction the council assembled for five consecutive years a record of activity for the council
led since 1849 nevertheless the council of fifty met only
unequalled
unequal
infrequently in the 1880s five days in 1880 four days in 1881 ten
days in 1882 ten days in 1883 and four days in 1884 47 it was indeed
functioning in regular meetings during the 1880s but the council
5 1 and journals of willard richards
miscellaneous minutes for the period 22 august 4 october 18
1851
phinehas
Phin
chas richards and wilford woodruff beginning 21 august 1851 another reference to the requireehas
ment of the quorum is in albert carrington diary 5 october 1880 marriott library university of utah
43 43miscellaneous
miscellaneous minutes 23 january 1867
44journals of ofbrigham
youngjr jr elias smith wilford woodruff and manuscript history ofthe
of the church
odthe
brigham young
and miscellaneous minutes for 23 january 25 january 5 april 5 october 10 october 1867 4 april 9 april
41 41miscellaneous

9

october 1868
manuscript history of the church 4 april 1868

45 45manuscript

april 1880
47each
each meeting date of the council of fifty often can be verified by as many
aalbert carrington diary 10
4albert
albert

as

nine personal journals of

council members who openly recorded their attendance
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of fifty convened less than any other civil or religious body in utah
during the period

those who have regarded the council of fifty

the central
policy making body for mormon theocracy from 1844 to the 1880s
policymaking
must reckon with the periods in which the council never convened or
conducted business amid the tumult at nauvoo the council of fif1843 even though most
frornjune
ty did not meet from
june 1844 to february 1845
of its members had returned to the city by august 1844 during the
pioneer exodus it rarely met and its members simply joined with
cormons in ad hoc meetings convened and directed by
other trusted mormons
the apostles from 1850 to 1880 the council of fifty met on fewer
than twenty days despite the fact that utah and the church had a
very active political and economic life during those thirty years finally in the early 1880s when the US government was beginning its
campaign against mormon theocracy john taylor resurrected the
council of fifty to meet on only thirty three days during a four year
yeat
period the evidence of official meeting dates alone argues for the
insignificance of the council of fifty in practical terms rather than
for its awesome influence as suggested by earlier writers instead of
the council of fifty it was the council of the first presidency and the
quorum of the twelve apostles that provided continuous leadership
cormons in religious economic political and social matters
for the mormons
as

supervision

without question at certain times the council of fifty was

cen-

trally involved in extremely important activities of mormonism it
convened to discuss approve and carry out the 1844 campaign for
joseph smiths presidential candidacy the 1845 preparations at
nauvoo for the westward exodus the formation of civil government
in utah in 1849 and the selection of candidates for public office in
utah and the surrounding territories in the 1880s nevertheless even
when it was so actively involved the council of fifty was actually
under the supervision of the LDS church leadership at times the
council of fifty was even a rubber stamp for prior decisions of the
first presidency and the quorum of the twelve apostles
from the beginning the LDS presidency and apostles directed
the council of fifty to predetermined ends on 29 29january
january 1844 the
quorum of the twelve apostles nominatedjoseph
nominated joseph smith for the US
presidency and on 4 march nominated his vice presidential running
mate after the council of fifty was formed in march 1844 that
body simply repeated what had already been decided and continued
174
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the political campaign begun by the first presidency and the quorum
of the twelve 48 on 21 february 1844 joseph smith gave to the
apostles the responsibility to plan an exodus intothe
into the american west
and they initially chose eight men to act as scouts after the turmoil
of the ill fated presidential campaign and the succession crisis the
council of fifty decided on 1 march 1845 to select nine men to act as
scouts for a new location in the far west and the council of fifty
selected nearly all of the eligible men originally chosen by the
quorum of the twelve 49 moreover when twenty members of the
council of fifty met for prayer with their wives in the nauvoo temple
18455 brigham young asked only ten members of
on 11 december 184
the group seven apostles two general bishops and a clerk to join
him for a council about an urgent letter which warned them that the
cormons
Mor mons
US government opposed the westward exodus of the mormons
because the exodus from nauvoo was the primary concern of the
council of fifty meetings in 1845 this exclusion of nine of its
members from this crucial meeting is an important evidence of the
subordination of the council of fifty to church authority at
nauvoo 50
the diminished role of the council of fifty from 1846 to 1848
angered council members who did not have the powerful status of
the apostles during the mormon exodus george miller complained
when we arrived at winter quarters the council convened but
their deliberations amounted to nothing but however 1I was not
wholly overlooked in their deliberations 51 george millers apostasy
from the church in 1847 resulted from his dissatisfaction with the exclusion of the council of fifty from governing the pioneer exodus
and other subordinate members of the council of fifty soon followed
that disaffection when the high council in iowa tried peter haws
and lucien woodworth in february 1849 haws persisted that the
fifty should be called together
he said had never been legally ad
journed
journea sic he said that brigham had pledged himself to carry out
the measures of ofjoseph
joseph and intimated that it had not been done and
that twelve men had swallowed up thirty eight and then elder
joseph smith jr journal 29 january 1844 willard richards journal 4 march 1844 HC 6187 88
mor
forempire
77 78
questfor
ap 7778
hansen quest
for empire pp
49 49willard
willard richards journal 21 february 1844 heber C kimball journal 1 march 1845 HC 6223
7379
the excluded members of the council of fifty were alpheus cutler isaac morley orson spencer
joseph young cornelius P lott
lottjohn
tJohn smith john M bernhisel william W phelps and john D lee see
Lot john
dot
the heber C kimball journal 11 december 1845 the published account in HC 7543 44 is quite abbreviated and does not indicate that these subordinate members of the council of fifty though present were
uninvited to the council meeting of church authorities about the letter
51 51george
george miller to tojames
james J strang 1 july 1855 published in northern islander 20 september 1855

175

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1980

13

BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 20, Iss. 2 [1980], Art. 4

G A smith interrupted him by telling him that the fifty was nothing bu sic a debating school 52 these crucial comments indicate how frustrated some council of fifty members felt
toward the supremacy of the quorum of the twelve apostles as well
as underscore the attitude of the apostles toward the subordinate role
of the council of fifty
even when president john taylor revitalized the council of fifty
in the 1880s he continued to maintain actual power in the first
presidency and the quorum of the twelve apostles and he allowed
only symbolic power to the council on 1 april 1880 the quorum
of the twelve considered who should fill vacancies in the council of
fifty when the council reconvened on 10 april for the first time in
nearly twelve years the nonapostolic
non apostolic members of the council of fifty
had only a perfunctory role in selecting new members of the council
the day before the council met the apostles notified the initiates to
attend the meeting 53 the most striking example of this rubber
stamp quality of the council of fifty occurred in october 1882 the
first presidency and the quorum of the twelve discussed on 4 october who should be the candidate for utahs delegate to congress
and in the morning of 11 october 1882 the presidency and apostles
voted that john T caine be the delegate three hours later at the
direction of the LDS hierarchy the council of fifty convened
discussed who should be the delegate to congress
nominated
john T caine and appointed a committee to inform the nominating
committee of the churchs
churche political party the peoples party 54
members of the council of fifty who were not in the first
presidency or the quorum of the twelve were probably unaware of
the extent to which those authorities manipulated meetings of the
council of fifty so as to arrive at predetermined decisions therefore
the unsophisticated council members developed unrealistic views it
is no coincidence that the most effusive descriptions of the council of
fifty s allegedly supreme role in the latter day kingdom of god were
written by john D lee benjamin F johnson george miller and
others who were not privy to orchestration of council of fifty
LDS presidency and apostles even apostle lyman
meetings by the LIDS
wight exaggerated the council of fifty s importance because his long
absences from nauvoo during 1844 and 1845 prevented his seeing the
draft of letter from orson hyde george A smith and ezra T benson at carbunca
Car bunca council
bluffs 27 march 1849 to brigham young heber C kimball and willard richards in church archives
minutes of pottawattamie high council show the preparations for this trial of lucien woodworth and peter
haws but blank pages were left in the record books for the minutes to be copied for the actual trials
53 53franklin
franklin D richards journal 1I april 10 apra
junius F wells diary 9 april 10 april 1880
1880junius
april 1880
54 54franklin
frankiln D richards journal 4 october 11 october 1882
franklin
520riginal
original
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extent to which the presidency and apostles constituted a shadow
government behind the council of fifty s shadow government these
overly enthusiastic council of fifty members simply did not understand that the mormon hierarchy was supreme in both church and
kingdom and that it allowed no rival
the council of fifty was prosaic rather than awesome at the
most practical level the council of fifty was the debating school
apostle george A smith called it in 1849 buttressed by oaths of
secrecy the council of fifty provided a forum to give the church
hierarchy different views on pressing questions of political economic
and social significance for the latter day saints undoubtedly the
presidency and apostles of the church did not prearrange all the
deliberations and decisions of the council of fifty but the opinions
and recommendations of the presidency and apostles carried conclusive weight in the discussions of the council of fifty the council
of fifty also provided three dozen reliable men to carry out the
political and economic programs of the first presidency and the
quorum of the twelve apostles who simply honored individual
council of fifty members with positions of public prominence but
did not allow the council itself to rival the mormon hierarchy s exercise of power
the council of fifty had a minimal role in the actual exercise of
political power but served as an important symbol of the unattained
ideal of a democratically functioning kingdom of god like its
economic counterpart the united order of enoch and law of consecration
se
the council of fifty required greater perfection in the
saints than existed during the years of mormon isolation in the great
basin of the american west created according to the uncompromising millennial context of divine revelation the council had only a
sporadic existence which was compromised by the imperfections of its
members for whom power and prestige became ends in themselves
those who most successfully fulfilled their role in the council of fifty
recognized it as a symbol of what could and would transpire when the
hearts of a sinful world and imperfect church members turned sufficiently to christ the king 55 those who were least successful in that
trust were the men who accepted that symbol in literal terms and
thereby became discouraged and bitter at the disparity in like manner the greatest weakness of the kingdom school among recent
interpreters of mormon history lies in the confusion of symbol and
55the
IDS kingdom of god
the best analysis of the millennial context of the LDS

kingdom

is

the
andrus doctrines odthe
of rhe
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substance in the failure to separate the temporal realities of the mormon kingdom of god from its unachieved millennial anticipations
membership

admission to the council of fifty came in three stages which
could occur on one day or on three separate days a mans name was
proposed most often by the LDS president as standing chairman of
the council and then voted on and then the man was formally inon the day of their admission new
itiated into the council
members affirmed that they were in fellowship with all other council
members and then an officer of the council of fifty proceeded in
giving them the charge
the name & key word and the
56 once admitted men remained
constitution and penalty
members of the council of fifty for life unless they were dropped by
the council for disaffection not until 1882 did the council add the
option of release due to old age and disability 57
the specific membership of the council of fifty has been another
area in which there has been inaccuracy part of the problem arose
when historians identified men as members on the basis of attendance at council meetings that were not meetings of the council
of fifty even some members of the council made misstatements
about its membership when they sought to remember back thirty to
ackson
sixty years john D lee erroneously indicated thatjoseph
that joseph H
hHJ
cjackson
jackson
jackson
was admitted to the council of fifty and benjamin F johnson
mistakenly claimed that sidney rigdon william marks and
members of the nauvoo high council were not members of the
council of fifty 58 moreover the general silence about membership
of the council of fifty in utah has allowed rampant speculation and
rumor however it is now possible to compare abundant diaries and
other sources on the council of fifty in order to establish the exact
dates of admission or at least the periods of service for all members of
the council throughout its history
the first evident characteristic of the council of fifty s membership is the extent to which church office was important from 1844
to 1884 the council of fifty included every contemporary member of
joseph F smith draftjournal
draft journal entry 12 october 1880 in his journal entry for 8 april 1881 concerning
new members of the council of fifty franklin D richards referred to charge obligation & password
57 57franklin
franklin D richards journal 24 june 1882
rhe
the letter ofben
lee confessions p 173 benjamin F johnson I1 knew the prophets an analysis odthe
of rge
oeben
of benofthe
ofjoseph
jamin F johnson to george F gibbs reporting doctrinal views of joseph
brigham young ed
andbrigham
josepg smith any
joseah
and
clayton journal
dean R zimmerman bountiful utah horizon publishers 1976 ap
pp 31 32 cf william claytonjournal
an 25
alien
ailen one mans nauvoo fn
statements of 1844 membership in allen
5656joseph
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the first presidency except the disaffected william law every
member of the quorum of the twelve apostles every presiding
patriarch exceptjohn
ofhyrum
hyrum smith every
except john smith b 1832 son of
member of the presiding bishopric exceptjesse
except jesse C little and more
than forty four percent of the first council of the seventy 59 of local
officers during the period forty eight percent of the stake presidents
and a much smaller percentage of the ward bishops were members of
the council of fifty during their ecclesiastical service in these positions this church identity of members of the council of fifty was
mentioned in an 1882 revelation
rulers in my kingdom and then
behold you are my kingdom and miers
m my church according to your oryou are also many of you rulers in
di
dinations therein for are you not of the first presidency and of the
twelve apostles and some presidents of stakes and some bishops and
some high priests and some seventies and elders therein and are ye
not all of my church and belong to my holy priesthood60
Priesthood60

recently appointed general
Presiden
presidentjohn
john
authorities filled vacancies in the council of fifty 61 president
tJohn
taylor also admitted francis M lyman john henry smith george
teasdale and heberj
heberd grant to the council of fifty in apparent anheberi
ticipation of his calling these men to the quorum of the twelve
apostles within a few months this is all consistent with the previous
discussion of the subordination of the kingdom to the church and
5 5 that it was the LDS church
with brigham youngs comment in 18
1835
1855
that produced the government of the kingdom of god 62
the published history of brigham young stated that several
members of the original 1844 council of fifty were not members of
the church 63 this led historian klaus J hansen to suggest
plausibly but inaccurately that daniel H wells was a member of
the council while he was a non mormon at nauvoo and that thomas
L kane later became a friendly non mormon member of the council

after the exodus from nauvoo

counselors in the presiding bishopric were not admitted to the council of fifty until the 1880s by
which timejesse
time jesse C little had resigned his office as counselor the absence from 1844 to 1884 of a majority of
odthe
of the seventy and ofpatriarchjohn
of patriarch john smith b 1832 from membership in the council offif
of fifthe first council ofthe
affif
ty can be understood in terms of their diminished status within the LDS hierarchy references to their status
can be found in the authors organizational development and social origins of the mormon hierarchy
M A thesis university ofutah
of utah 1973 p 277 and the mormon hierarchy 1832 1932 an
1832 1932 MA
american elite passim
inthis
iothis
odthe
of the council offifty
of fifty adjourned see annie
27 pune
june
this revelation was given shortly after the 27june
fune meeting ofthe
taylor hyde notebook p 80 franklin D richards journal 27 june 1882 this revelation was officially
adopted at the next meeting of the council of fifty see franklin D richards journal 10 october 1882
6examples
examples were apostles franklin D richards lorenzo snow joseph F smith moses thatcher and
counselor john Q cannon and presidents of the seventy william W
john W taylor presiding bishops counselorjohn
taylor and seymour B young
12 12brigham young in journal
brigham
of discourses 26 vols liverpool england F D richards et al
59

2 317
517
2317
2517
63
63history
history of brigham young

1854 1886

LDS millennial

star 26

21 may 1864

328
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during or after the exodus to utah 64 moreover mormon schismatic
lorin C woolley circulated the wild claim that US presidents
theodore roosevelt and calvin coolidge were members of the council of fifty 65 in reality joseph smith admitted to the council only
mormons all of whom were dropped from the council on
three non cormons
4 february 1845 after which date the LDS leadership excluded non
mormons from the council of fifty 66
cormons
the least is known about the youngest of the three non
mormons
cormons
Mor mons marenus G eaton
baton he was thirty two years old when he
entered the council of fifty an honor that the prophet may have
conferred on him when he disclosed on 27 march 1844 the conspiracy
against
againstjoseph
joseph smith by dissenters at nauvoo although marenus G
eaton
fo
for rJoseph
morjoseph
baton was among the proposed defense witnesses forjoseph
joseph smith in
june 1844 after the martyrdom he was no longer of service to the
mormons the state of new york on 5 september 1844 filed a reqcormons
Mormons
uisition with the state of illinois to arrest him for counterfeiting and
it may have been for this personal disability that the council of fifty
dropped marenus G eaton
baton on 4 february 1845 67
edward bonney s brother was a mormon but edward at age
thirty six apparently was still a non mormon when joseph smith admitted him to the council of fifty edward bonney is referred to
several times in the history of the church as a supporter of joseph
smith during the difficulties of may june 1844 but he broke with
mormons over the destruction of the nauvoo expositor when
the cormons
the city of nauvoo tried and discharged joseph smith on 17 june
1844 for the destruction of the press edward bonney acted as prosecutor and seems to have been in earnest because he later referred to
the dismissal of joseph smith by the nauvoo court as a mock administration of law
18455 he moved to montrose
at any rate in 184
iowa became a bounty hunter of criminals and in 1850 published
the banditti 0of the prairies with its unfavorable view of the nauvoo
mormons
cormons
Mor
mons 68 since the council of fifty dropped him before he left
nauvoo disaffection was undoubtedly the reason for the councils
action in Bon
neys case
bonneys
bonners

f

hansen quest for empire pp
ap 61 63
maraj
john W woolley any
markjJ baird and rhea A baird reminiscences ofjohn
lonin C woolley
and
lorin
of jqhn
andlonn

draper utah

np nd
ap

4 vols

39

biographical sketches at the end of this article and william claytonjournal
clayton journal entries for members of the
fahs 20 21 and 25
fhs
council of fifty cited in allen
alien
ailen one mans nauvoo fns
HC 6279 576 illinois executive record 1843 1847 MS 4208 illinois state archives springfield
11hc
illinois
ordan to bonney s the banditti of
WC 6405 412 488 90 500 5554 576 introduction of philip D
jordan
DJ
the prairies norman university of oklahoma 1963 pp
axi
ap vii xxi
66 66biographical
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non mormon in the council of fifty uriah brown
cormons
Mor mons he had been a friend
had the longest association with the mormons
and confidant ofjoseph smith since 1842 soon after entering the
council of fifty at the age of fifty nine uriah brown served as chairman of the political convention at nauvoo that nominated joseph
smith as candidate for the US presidency like eaton
baton and bonney
he was dropped from the council of fifty on 4 february 1845 but the
action in browns case may have been taken only because he had
moved away from nauvoo and was therefore of less value to the mor
mons A letter from uriah brown to brigham young on 3 november
184
18435 indicates that joseph smiths interest in brown centered in his
1845
invention of destructive weapons that could be used to defend
nauvoo in this letter uriah brown expressed continued interest in
the mormon situation and offered to give brigham young the secret
of the weapon for such just & equitable sum as it may perhaps be
in your power to dispose
whether brigham young answered the
1843 letter is not clear but uriah brown was in salt lake city in
1845
25 august 1851
1831
1831 considered re
1851
the council of fifty on 23
admitting him to the council and investigating the purchase of his
invention of liquid fire to destroy an army or navy but when
uriah brown became too insistent and impatient the council tabled
the matter on 13 september 1851
1831 69 there had been no non
mormons in the council of fifty since 1845
cormons
1843 and this brief reconsideration in 1851
1831 was the only other instance in which non mormon
participation became an issue for the infrequently meeting council of
fifty
earlier investigators have emphasized the active role of council
members in political office but these researchers have not commented on significant disparities in that public service 70 first of all
more than seventeen percent of the total membership of the council
of fifty have no discoverable record of public office in part this can
be accounted for by men who left the church and thereby the council of fifty prior to the settlement of utah yet even in utah where
mormons
political office was abundant for cormons
Mor
mons the following council
members apparently held no civil office abraham H cannon
amos fielding george F gibbs george D grant charles S kimball david P kimball and seymour B young in addition levi
richards held no civil office in utah even though he had in nauvoo

the third

WC 5210

246 6386 uriah brown to brigham young 3 november 1845

chives miscellaneous minutes of 25 august and 13 september 1851

quest mor
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and joseph fielding philip B lewis and john young held civil office only in the legislature of the provisional state of deseret
1849 1851 after which the three council members spent the last
decades of their lives without civil office
the claim that the council of fifty was a channel to political
power becomes even less convincing when one examines the lives of
council members who held public office nearly sixty three percent
of the politically active members of the council of fifty at nauvoo
and in utah began civil service before they entered the council and
some men served more than a decade in public office before entering
these men had loyally served the interests of the church in public office for years and the council of fifty gave them no added political
power nor did it alter their previous pattern of political devotion to
the interests of mormonism as directed by the first presidency and
the quorum of the twelve although the council of fifty introduced a minority of its members to political life it seems obvious that
for a much larger number of men their membership in the council
came as an honorary reward for long service on behalf of the church
and the kingdom in public office for these reasons tabulating the
number of council of fifty members in governmental office gives a
misleading impression of the councils political impact
although the religious history of some members of the council
of fifty is sketchy it appears that twenty two percent of the LDS
members of the council had a serious and usually permanent break
with the church the rupture manifested itself through either excommunication disfellowshipping
ping being dropped from church ofdisfellowship
fice or going permanently inactive
after the church authorities
disciplined a council of fifty member the council usually dropped
him at its next meeting 71 for most of these men the problem seemed
to be centered in the church itself ie their loss of faith violations
of church rules of conduct religious schism or their unwillingness to
follow the religious leadership of a new church president
in several cases however the problem was centered in the council of fifty itself
alpheus cutler james emmett peter haws
george miller lyman wight and lucien woodworth all felt that
brigham young blocked their personal missions in the council of fifty missions they claimed came from joseph smith they did not
agree that the council of fifty derived its authority from the church
and was subject to church leadership and therefore dissented from
exceptions to this occurred when the man received church discipline during one odthe
of the periods in which
ofthe
there were no council of fifty meetings and then died before the council met to drop him
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the church in order to preserve what they felt were their missions in
the kingdom of god 72 by contrast a couple of members of the
council of fifty felt devotion to the church but found themselves in
opposition to the kingdom of god to which they had been privately
admitted william marks as president of the nauvoo stake and
moses thatcher of the quorum of the twelve apostles both
manifested dissent against the same element of the latter day
kingdom of god the anointing and ordination of the LDS president
as king priest and ruler on earth 73 although these two disaffected
dissenters for the
groups within the council of fifty were divided into dissentersfor
kingdom and dissenters against the kingdom both had one thing in
common they accepted the role and rites of the kingdom of god in
literal terms and did not perceive or accept the essentially symbolic
nature of everything connected with the council of fifty in view of
what is now known about the council of fifty the experiences of
these men have a special pathos
OFFICERS

within the organization of the council of fifty there were commit
mittees
tees but most were temporary in nature and did not comprise any
set number of committeemen 74 there was however an executive
committee within the council of fifty that consisted of seven
members whenever it was formed alpheus cutler who claimed to
be a member of such a committee during the lifetime of joseph
smith called it the quorum of seven 75 although the functions
of this committee are presently unclear the published history of the
church referred to its meeting of 14 april 1844 committee of the
council met in the afternoon at my office 76 in 1882 1884
franklin D richards also reported the actions of a committee of
7 77 although the purposes of the 1844 executive committee are
still uncertain franklin D richards clearly described the committee
of seven when it was established on 23 june 1882

the situations of these men in relation to the church and the kingdom are discussed in hansen quest
empire pp
ap 94 96 rupert J fletcher and daisy whiting fletcher alpheus cutler and the church of
for umpire
jesus christ independence mo the church ofjesus
of jesus christ 1974 philip C wightman the life
lif and
71the

ans 51 552 of this article
oflyman
contributions of
A thesis brigham young university 1971
iyman wight M
lyman
MA
1971 fns
an go
see discussion below beginning fint
13see
fn
90
see examples in HC 7439 and cleland and brooks A mormon chronicle 181 82 87 89
71see
sce
75 FIetcher
fletcher alpheus cutler p 53 william W blair diary 13 march 1863 research library and archives
of the reorganized church ofjesus
of jesus christ of latter day saints independence missouri

HC 63
3 3 joseph smith journal 14 april 1844
71hc
6333
6353
6533
77 franklin D richards journal
10 october 1882 10 april 1883

8

october 1884
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sessions in council of the kingdom committees were appointed to see after election affairs in idaho territory in nevada
state and se
seven
jennings W hooper R
venjohn
T burton
john sharp wm
wmjennings
RT
JR winder AM cannon & moses thatcher for an executive committee to meet the commissioners with lists of names from each county
for registration of officers judges of elections & any & all other
duties 78
2

since john taylor had reestablished the council of fifty more than
two years prior to the date of the organization of this committee it is
obvious that the quorum
of seven or committee of seven was
quorumofseven
not a permanent self perpetuating body in the kingdom of god
moreover in 1882 the committee of seven was a lobbying body for
the church of a routine political nature and did not have any extraordinary religious or theocratic powers 79
among the officers of the council of fifty were the recorder
historian clerk and reporters despite the name the historian was
actually the recorder of the council of fifty and the terms were used
interchangeably to describe the men who were responsible for the
records of the council but who did not actually take the minutes of
meetings willard richards was appointed historian recorder of the
and served until his death in 1854 80
council on 13 march 1844 andserved
when the council of fifty next met on 23 january 1867 it admitted
george Q cannon and appointed him recorder 81 the council did
not convene after 1884 and therefore did not choose a recorder as successor to george Q cannon after his death in 1901
william
clayton who was appointed clerk at the provisional meeting of
10 march 1884 was officially appointed clerk of the kingdom on
13 march 1844 and served to his death in 1879 82 when the council
of fifty reconvened on 10 april 1880 it elected Lljohn
john nuttall to be
ajohn
william Clay
claytona
claytons
tons successor as clerk of the kingdom nuttall
78ibid
ibid
78

23 june 1882

this committee of the

1880s is undoubtedly the actual source for the mythical council of seven
friends which lorin C woolley invented and others have used as the self perpetuating authority structure
for continuing polygamy in defiance of LDS church authority
for a detailed summary of
schismatic claims concerning the council of seven friends
polygamistschismatic
polygamist
see lynn L bishop and steven L
bishop the keys of the priesthood illustrated draper
ap
drapel utah review and preview publishers 1971
dispel
1971 pp
61 75
116 58 279 88
75116
HC 6263 manuscript history of the church 13 march 1844 william clay
clayton
ton journal 13 march
ans 21 and 25 the published idl
1844 referred to in alien
ailen one mans nauvoo fns
allen
Idi
history
story of brigham
young LDS millennial
star 26 21 may 1864 328 gives the names of the historian clerk and standing
skar
millennialstar
chairman appointed for the council of fifty but it changes the date of appointment to 11 march 1844
manuscript records indicate that this switching of date from 13 march was in error as regards the officers

named
manuscript history of the church 23 january 1867 brigham young
miscellaneous minutes 23 january 1867

jr journal

23

january 1867

william claytonjournal
clayton journal 10 march 13 march 1844 referred to in allen
fns
ailen one mans nauvoo ans
alien
19 and 211 HC 6263 manuscript history of the church 13 march 1844
history of
ofbrigham
brigham young
LDS millennial star 26 21 may 1864 328 gives the appointment but inaccurately changes the date to 11
82 82william

march 1844
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also died without a successor 83 83whether
whether or not there was a formal office of assistant clerk in the council of fifty prior to 1880 is unclear
but on 10 april 1880 president taylors son william W taylor was
although
elected assistant clerk and served until his death in 1884 84 84aithough
the clerk of the kingdom was officially responsible for taking

minutes of the council of fifty meetings the council appointed
reporters to keep minutes at least as early as december 1848
thomas bullock and albert carrington took minutes in addition to
william clayton who was the clerk of the kingdom 85 due to
thomas bullock s infirmities of age john taylor appointed george
F gibbs a reporter on 5 april 1882 even though the council did not
admit elder gibbs as a member until 24 june 1882 when it released
thomas bullock due to old age 86 although the records of the council of fifty had been in the personal custody of william clayton as
clerk of the kingdom in the 1840s in utah the custody passed
among various officers in 1857 president brigham young had them
in his personal custody and gave them to the church historians office by 1880 the recorder george Q cannon had them locked in a
box in utah and took the key with him wherever he went and in
1884 the records were in the possession of reporter george F gibbs 87
the senior administrative officer of the council of fifty was the
standing chairman although willard richards served as temporary
chairman at the provisional meeting on 10 march 1844 from
13 march 1844 onward the LDS president was always standing chairman of the council of fifty joseph smith served as standing chairman in 1844 brigham young from 1845 to 1877 although the
and john taylor from 1880 to1887
andjohn
to 1887
council did not meet after 1868 andyjohn
81
although the council did not meet after 1884 88
the president of
the church as standing chairman of the council of fifty was not
simply senior member of the council where seniority was deterculea regis
curla
culia
mined by age but was its chief executive similar to a curia
kings council in a monarchy the council of fifty convened only at
junius F wells journal 10 april 1880 joseph F smith journal 10 april 1880
41bid
bid
john D lee journal
cojohn
cfjohn
thomas bullock journal 6 december 23 december 1848 church archives cf
for same period in brooks and cleland A mormon chronicle 180 83
miscellaneous minutes 5 april and 24 june 1882 and franklin D richards journal 24 june 1882
church archives
an 24 wilford woodruffjournal
87 william clayton journal cited in alien
woodruff journal
ailen one mans nauvoo fn
allen
26 november 1857 franklin D richardsjournal
richards journal 16 march 1880 20 march 1884 Ldjohn
john nuttall 1879 1881
ap 168 178 harold B lee library brigham young university
letter book pp
fns 19 and
ailen one mans nauvoo ans
alien
william clayton journal 10 13 march 1844 referred to in allen
21
IDS millennial star 26 21 may 1864 328 manuscript history of the
history of brigham young LDS
church 9 february 1849 john D leejournal
lee
iee journal 5 april 1849 as published in cleland and brooks A mormon
104 joseph F smith journal 10 april 1880
junius F wells journal 10 april 1880
chronicle 11104
1880junius
83
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the request of its earthly sovereign the president of the church who
was the standing chairman of the council 89
this leads to the final office in the symbolic kingdom of god on
earth as embodied in the council of fifty william clayton
clay ton recorded
in his journal that in the 11 april 1844 meeting of the council of fifwas prest joseph chosen as our prophet priest & king by
ty
Hos
annas 90 william marks who participated in this action later
hosannah
hosannas
stated that the council of fifty conducted this as an ordinance in
which joseph suffered himself to be ordained a king to reign over the
house of israel forever 91 although it has been suggested that
william markss statements referred to conventional LDS temple rites
rather than to a theocratic ceremony 92 the evidence does not support
this objection aside from the contemporary account of william
clayton and some reminiscent descriptions by william marks the
revelation to the council of fifty on 27 june 1882 also stated that
god called joseph smith jr to be a prophet seer and revelator to
my church and kingdom and to be a king and ruler over israel 93
when the council of fifty was reestablished in 1880 one of the
items brought up was filling the theocratic office to which joseph
smith had been anointed and ordained in nauvoo that not all
council members favored such an appointment is evidenced in
george Q cannons note that the disaffection of apostle moses
thatcher from the church began when the council of fifty met in
the old city hall 1880 1882 and moses opposed the proposition to
anoint john taylor as prophet priest and king and mosess opposition prevailed at that time 94 not until 1885 just days after the
federal crusade against polygamy forced president john taylor into
exile was this ceremony performed for him franklin D richards
among others described the event
throughout the available documents on the council of fifty meetings were adjourned either to a
specific meeting date or syne
sine
or
sind die and in either case were subject to the call of the president
chairman
ans
william clayton journal 11 april 1844 1 january 184
18455 quoted in alien
ailen one mans nauvoo fns
allen
21 and 22

william marks to beloved brethren 15june
15 june 1853 published in
Bane
zion s harbinger and
bune
m zions
andbaneemys
baneemys
emys
organ 3 july 1853 53 see also the earlier reports with nearly identical wording for which william marks
was probably the source upper mississippian androch
und
and bock
rock islandrepublican
island republican 2 november 1844 george T M
ofjoseph
josepg smith the mormon prophet andhyrum
the massacre of joseph
davis an authentic account odthe
and Hyrum smith his
of rhe
ofthe
rae rise and
oneprogress
brother together mth
progress of
with a briefhestory
nna
one
the
brie f history odthe
Mormonism and all the circumstances
dna
of tae
ofmormonism
ofthe
which led
to their death st louis mo chambers & knapp 1844 p 7 zions
ledto
leato
zion s harbinger 2 january
strong
strung weighed in the balance ortruth
1852 3 also see reuben miller jamesj
james J strang
Found wanting
andfoundwanting
sound
of Truth andfound
and
oftruth
burlington wise ap
n p 1846 p 12
np
ggordon
sgordon C thomasson
gordon
Fools
foolsmate
mate dialogue A journal ofmormon
of mormon thought 6 autumn winter
148 51
1971
the temple ceremony to which thomasson refers was received by joseph smith on
28 september 1843 six months prior to the theocratic ceremony mentioned in william
Clay
claytona
claytons
will
tons journal see
wilford woodruffs
woodruffe historians private journal entry for 26 february 1867 church archives

annie
annle taylor hyde notebook p 64
94 94abraham
cannon journal 2 december
abraham H cannonjournal

1895

abraham H cannon was george Q cannons son
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4th 1885
wednesday feb ath
prests
crests john taylor & geo Q cannon having been secluded since
D
sunday evening word had been given to L snow E snow FFD
richards A carrington FM lyman HJ grant john W taylor to
crests W woodruff george teasdale
meet in council this evening prests
moses thatcher were oblivious to prevent arrest BY ur
jr & JH
smith in N york & europe
soon after 8 pm prests
crests taylor & cannon met the seven of the 12
first named at endowment house secretaries geo reynolds and L
john nuttall were present after listening to some current items of
news president taylor stated the object of the council directed br
nuttall to read a revelation which he said he received more than a year
ago requiring him to be anointed & set apart as a king priest and ruler
over israel on the earth over zion & the kingdom of christ our king
of kings he also read some extracts from minutes of the council of the
kingdom after which the president called for any remarks when several
spoke their mind and FML motioned that we proceed to obey the requi rement of the revelation when we clothed in our priestly attire
quirement
E snow offered prayer when after the usual ceremony FM lyman
prayed in the circle L snow consecrated a bottle of oil counselor
cannon anointed president john taylor and we all laid hands on the
prest & geo Q sealed the anointing according to a written form which
had been prepared 95

although only the first presidency

and two
secretaries to the first presidency attended the meeting they told
enough people about this ceremony that the salt lake dijune
tribune soon
reported that george Q cannon had assisted at the coronation of
JOHN TAYLOR as king of the mormon commonwealth 96
the anointing and ordination of john taylor in 1885 as king
priest and ruler over israel on the earth over zion & the kingdom
of christ is important as a verifying evidence first it corroborates
the accuracy of earlier statements thatjoseph
that joseph smith received the same
ceremony at the hands of the council of fifty some forty years before
second it clarifies that heber C kimball was alluding to brigham
youngs having received the same ordinance when heber stated
seven apostles

the church

and kingdom to which we belong will become the
kingdom of our god and his christ and brother brigham young will
become president of the united states
voices responded amen
manuscript in franklin D richards miscellaneous papers church archives franklin D richardsjour
richards journal 4 february 1885 reads
at 8 pm attended council at endowment house where we had
kling priest ruler of church zion &
prayers consecrated oil and prest jno taylor was anointed king

kingdom

91that
that declaration

salt lake tribune

may 1885
1885 earlier references to this ceremony by the salt
8 march 1885 and they talk it over
lake tribune appeared in articles Is mormonism treason
10 march 1885
apostle
apostlejohn
john henry smith commented on the newspaper reports of this ceremony in a letApost lejohn
ter to his kinsman and counselor in the first presidency joseph F smith john henry smith to J mack
gor
oor
fo
morjoseph
for rJoseph
pseudonym forjoseph
pohn henry smith 1884 1894 letter book pp
joseph F smith 28 august 1885 injohn
in john
ap 434 35
george A smith family papers marriott library university of utah
5
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and I1 tell you he will be something more but we

do not now want
to give him the name but he is called and ordained to a far greater stafore ordained to take that station and he has
tion than that and he is foreordained
got it 97

although the exact date on which brigham young obtained the
theocratic ordination of king priest and ruler over israel is not
presently known he undoubtedly received it in the same manner that
joseph smith did on 11 april 1844 and john taylor did on 4 february
for john taylor in 1885 further
1883 also the ceremony performed forjohn
1885
corroborates that the first presidency and the quorum of the twelve
apostles did not require the presence of the rest of the council of fifty to conduct crucial matters of the theocratic kingdom of god
although the council of fifty did not convene after 1884
members of the first presidency and the quorum of the twelve may
theorcratic
theorcraric
have performed this theor
cratic ordinance for the presidents of the
church who followed john taylor at any rate john W taylor
former member of the quorum of the twelve apostles and one of the
president joseph
last men admitted to the council of fifty addressed presidentjoseph
F smith in 1911 as prophet president and king in a letter regarding the council of fifty 98
18855 ordinance for john taylor also verifies the exclusively
the 188
symbolic nature of the office of king priest and ruler overisrael
over israel on
earth which joseph smith brigham young and john taylor received in succession as presidents of the church when the apostles
conferred this office upo
upon njohn
uponjohn
john taylor in 1885 the political kingdom
cormons was in disarray polygamists accounting
of god among the mormons
for most of the prominent political leaders of mormonism had been
dis
disfranchised
disfranchiser for three years and were either in prison or in hiding to
franchised
avoid arrest after a four year renaissance of limited significance the
council of fifty could no longer convene because of the federal
I
raid and the council had started its final slide into oblivion only days before the theocratic ordinance president taylor himself
began a permanent exile in hiding from federal authorities
magnificent
the 1885 theocratic ordinance was really a magnificant
ant gesture of
magnific
resignation similar to the orchestra on the titanic playing nearer
my god to thee as the ship plunged into the icy atlantic john
1

Discourses 5219 discourse delivered 6 september 1856
journal of
andrew cahoon an apostate
ofdiscourses
mormon who was a son of one of the original members of the council of fifty testified in 1889 that brigham
young had proclaimed himself as king to the 1847 pioneers in utah see testimony of andrew cahoon
deseret evening news 14 november 1889 the apostate william smith wrote
the people of salt lake
govern their church by a secret lodge of 50 men it is in this lodge that brigham young is crowned as a king
and is there seated upon a throne prepared for him see melchizedek and aaronic herald 1 february
9797journal

1850

1

john W taylor to joseph

F smith

17

february

1911

church archives
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taylor was anointed a theocratic king priest and ruler in the
absence of pomp in a simple ceremony witnessed by a very few
trusted associates and at a time it was obvious that mormon
theocracy in utah was in its death throes As

gods representative on

earth as prophet and president of the church it was sufficient to
john taylor that he had witnessed to god spiritually through a symbolic ordinance that it was the right of government under christ to
reign on the earth like the council of fifty itself the office of
prophet king was an ultimate symbol in mormonism of the heavenly
foreshadowed
foreshadower
kingdom of god which could only be fore
shadowed on a corrupt
world and in a temporal church 99
FINALE

during the years of its sporadic activity the council of fifty was
cormons
Mormons some of this knowledge came
an open secret among the mormons
from unauthorized sources such as the 1844 disclosures in the anti
mormon press 100 more often however knowledge of the council of
fifty came to the latter day saints through official sources on
13 january 1846 the council openly identified itself in a meeting
with many others who were appointed to lead the exodus from
nauvoo 101 on 17june
17 june 1857 the deseret news first published the acand on
count of joseph smiths organizing the special council
26 november 1857 president brigham young gave the minutes of the
council of fifty to the church historian and gave his concent sic
for us to publish an account of it so that the saints might understand
it 102 in 1858 church publications began referring to the council
of fifty by this name 103 general authorities of the church gave sermons explaining that the kingdom of god was an organization that
had already been established among the saints and john pack a
member of the council of fifty instructed the women of the salt
lake city seventeenth ward relief society about the organization
and purposes of the council of fifty 104 by the 1870s deseret news
obituaries were referring to membership in the council of fifty and
99for
for other discussions of the symbolic role of the LDS prophet king see andrus doctrines of the
melodie moench joseph smith prophet priest and king task papers in LDS
kingdom pp
ap 5556 67 melodic

history

no

225

salt lake city

of jesus christ of latter day saints
historical department of the church ofjesus

1978

upper mississippian 2 november 1844 davis an authentic account p 7
105 hosea
hosea stout diary 13 january 1846 published in brooks on the mormon frontier 11105
stout did not become a member of the council of fifty until 1867
stou
derezet news 17 june 1857 wilford woodruffjournal
deseret
woodruff journal 26 november 1857
103
103history
history of brigham young I111I1 march 19 march 1844 in deseret news 24 march 1858 and LDS
millennial
star 26 21 may 1864 328
millennialstar
104 104examples
5 9
ap 4 51
examples are quoted in HC 7381 82 andrus joseph smith and world government pp
ap 345 46
salt lake city seventeenth ward relief society minutes 1868 1884 book pp
10oupper
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in 1901 assistant church historian andrew jenson matter of factly
identified men as members of the council in his published
biographies 105 the council of fifty was secretive in the same way in
which the quorum of twelve apostles guarded the minutes of its
own meetings but the council of fifty was hardly a secret among the
latter day saints of the nineteenth century
even more latter day saints would have known of the organization if the council had functioned in a regular or lasting manner
after decades of sporadic activity it last convened on 9 october 1884
this is evident from the diaries of men like robert T burton
abraham H cannon heber
heberj
heberdJ grant franklin D richards john
henry smith wilford woodruff and brigham young jr who
regularly recorded their attendance at council of fifty meetings
through 1884 but made no mention of attending such meetings during the decades after 1884
the council of fifty s inactivity troubled apostle john W
taylor who had barely entered the council on its last meeting date in
1884 on 25 october 1887 while the quorum of the twelve was in
the midst of seeking statehood for utah
john W taylor expressed it as his opinion that it would be much
better if all of our business in relation to a state was transacted through
the council of fifty
prest woodruff said it would be all right for the council of fifty to
meet and attend to this matter but under existing circumstances it
would not be safe to have them do so

106

after 1884 members of the council of fifty had ad hoc meetings
with the presidency and the quorum of the twelve concerning the
quest for statehood but that practice was simply a repetition of
earlier periods in which the council itself was non
nonfunctioning
functioning
by the time the first presidency and the quorum of the twelve
shephered utah to statehood in 1896 safety was no longer the factor
for ignoring the council of fifty the council of fifty was obsolete
even as a symbol the voluntary theocracy of mormon utah had
given way to factional politics which divided church leaders and
members alike along national party lines this placed mormonism
from the theocratic ideals of the kingdom of god than it
even further grom
was during the imperfect theocracy of territorial utah therefore
when john W taylor desperately petitioned joseph F smith to convene the council of fifty in 1911 to protect elder taylor from being

evening news 28 november 1877 andrew jenson latter day saint biographical enandrew jenson history co 1901 1936 1290 368
cyclopedia 4 vols salt lake city andrewjenson
06heberj
He berJ grant letter bookjoumal
book journal 25 october 1887 church archives
heberd
heberj
105

105deseret
deseret
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disciplined by the quorum of the twelve apostles president joseph
F smith wrote on taylors letter
not granted 1I think the demand
most absurd 107
A year before john W taylors request president joseph F
smith had made a statement that illuminates the spasmodic history
of the council of fifty on 7 april 1910 president smith stated
this body of men this council of presidency and apostles compose the living constitution of the church with power to legislate
judge and decide 108 the use of the council of fifty s name living
constitution to designate the council of the first presidency and
the quorum of the twelve apostles is a crucial insight into the
kingdom of god within mormonism in theory theology and realiLDS presidency and apostles always governed the council of
ty the LIDS
fifty when it was functioning and in the absence of the council of
fifty they continue as the apex of both church and kingdom on
earth until the perfect world order of the millennium is established
on 3 january 1932 heberj
heberd grant recorded that he and franklin S
richards were the only surviving members of the council and with
the death of president grant on 14 may 1945 the technical survival of
the council of fifty ended 109
LEGACY

although the council of fifty no longer exists

as an organized

body there remains one of its contributions which historically
outweighs any practical influences the council may have exerted
after 1845 the council of fifty focused primarily on immediate
issues of the mormon community from exterminating wolves to
by contrast in 1844 and on occasion
preparing for elections
thereafter the council meetings departed from the immediate often
humdrum concerns of the temporal struggles of the church these
minutes contain numerous discourses and instructions by joseph
smith and others concerning the role of the US constitution in the
present and millennial existence of the latter day saints the nature
ail
all encompassing kingdom of god which the council
of the ali
signified and other crucial teachings that are in no other records than
council of fifty minutes
for example benjamin F johnson
reported that in the council of fifty meetings joseph smith taught
john W taylor to joseph F smith 17 february 1911 john henry smith journal 18 february 1911
joseph F smithjr
ath 1910 immediateinstructions given to elderjoseph
eider
elder
smith jr at the salt lake temple april 7th
Elde rjoseph
eide
ly prior to his receiving ordination as an apostle
smith papers church archives
log
209 Heber
heberd
He berJJ grant journal 3 january 1932 this should disprove any rumors about other persons who
heberj
allegedly were members of the council of fifty but who lived beyond 1931
1931
195
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Constat ution sic of united states as a
of adopting the god given constatution
constitution
palladium
paladi um of liberty & eaqual
paladium
raqual sic rights but this of itself would
require a long chapter 110 both benjamin F johnson and orson
hyde affirmed that in a meeting of the council of fifty joseph smith
gave his famous charge to the quorum of the twelve to carry forth
the church and the kingdom of god which charge became the basis
for the apostolic succession established after the death of joseph
11
I I these teachings of joseph smith to the council of fifty
ili
smith I1iii
found nowhere else fill hundreds of pages on 16 march 1880 nearly 200 pages of the councils minutes concerning only its origin and
organization were read to president john taylor joseph F smith
and franklin D richards elder richards recorded that the whole
111

reading was exceedingly interesting & wonderful to contemplate 112
joseph F smith wrote that the prophets 1844 instructions to the
council of fifty were grand & god like 113
when joseph smith went to carthage illinois for his last imprisonment the church nearly lost these voluminous teachings of the
prophet to the council of fifty joseph smith had already been
mormons with the ridiculous crime of treason for
charged by anti cormons
destroying the nauvoo expositor as a public nuisance he knew that
mormons of june 1844 were incapable of
the frenzied anti cormons
understanding the symbolic nature of the prophet king ordinance or
the millennial context of his teachings about the kingdom of god
therefore joseph smith told william clayton to either burn or bury
the records of the council of fifty william clayton trusted that
calmer more reasonable and more secure times would come for the
latter day saints and therefore preserved the records for future
generations 114 though not available at this time those teachings of
joseph smith and of his successors in the council of fifty are a far
greater legacy to the latter day saints than the often mundane activities
tivi ties of the council itself

il ojohnson
johnson 1I

knew the prophets p 31
A life review MS p 96 minutes ofthe
odthe
of the nauvoo high council 30 november 1844 p

johnson
church archives
franklin D richards journal 16 march 1880
seph F smith journal 10 april 1880
joseph
350
an 24
h4ailer7
mllen one mans nauvoo fn
allen

7
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194515
COUNCIL OF FIFTY MEMBERS 1844 1945115

adams george J 1810 1880 admitted between 14 march and 11 april 1844
dropped 4 february 1845
babbitt almon W 1812 1856 admitted between 14 march and 11 april 1844
remained a member until his death
badlam alexander 1808 1894 admitted 11 march 1844 dropped 4 february
1845 Re admitted to council and attended its 1851 meetings dropped again in
1867 1868 period
benson ezra T 1811 1869 admitted 25 december 1846
bent samuel 1778 1846 admitted 19 march 1844
bernhisel john M 1799 188
18811
admitted 11 march 1844
bonney edward 1807 1864
admitted between 14 march and 11 april 1844
dropped 4 february 1845
admitted 19 march 1844 dropped 4 february 1845
brown uriah 1784
council voted on 25 august 1851 to readmit him but rescinded that vote on 13
september 1851
budge william 1828 1919 considered 10 april 1880 was voted in 24 june
26 june 1882
1882 admitted 26june
bullock thomas 1816 1885
admitted 25 december 1846 reporter for the
council meetings from 1848 released due to old age 24 june 1882
burton robert T 1821 1907 admitted 25 january 1867
cahoon reynolds 1790 1861 attended provisional meeting of 10 march 1844
admitted 11 march 1844
caine john T 1829 1911 admitted 8 april 1881
1881
cannon abraham H 1859 1896 admitted 9 october 1884
cannon angus M 1834 1915 admitted 10 april 1880
cannon george Q 1827 1901 admitted 23 january 1867 elected recorder 23
january 1867
cannon john Q 1857 1931 admitted 9 october 1884
carrington albert 1813 1889
admitted 18 or 22 april 1845 reporter for
council meetings in 1848
clawson hiram B 1826 1912 admitted 27 june 1882
clayton william 1814 1879 attended provisional meeting on 10 march 1844
appointed clerk on 10 march 1844 officially admitted on 11 march 1844 offfici
ally re appointed clerk of the kingdom on 13 march 1844
icially
clinton jeter 1813 1892 admitted 25 january 1867
cluff william W 1832 1915 admitted 10 april 1880
coolidge joseph W 1814
admitted 18 april 1844 dropped after 1848
cutler alpheus 1784 1864 attended provisional meeting on 10 march 1844
admitted 11 march 1844 possibly dropped in 1848 1849 period
dana lewis 1805 1885 admitted 1 march 1845 dropped after 1848
daniels cyrus 1803 1846 admitted 11 march 1845
dunham jonathan 1800 1845 admitted 1 march 1845

all

names and other data have been collated from numerous personal diaries miscellaneous
manuscripts and biographies in various locations the overlapping of these sources is sufficient to justify confidence that the list of members in this article is complete contrary to the list of council of fifty members in
nor
empire pp
forempire
ap 227 28 john fielding and john scott were not members of the council
hansens quest yor
for
hansens list also fails to include thirty eight verified members of the council of fifty
because of the overlapping of sources mentioned above there are still some conflicts in dates the author
rechecked some conflicting dates with the research of andrew F ehat where there is still some ambiguity
the author has relied on his own research and interpretation resolving these questions to his satisfaction
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eaton
baton marenus G 1811
admitted between 14 march and 11 april 1844
dropped 4 february 1845
eldredge horace S 1816 1888 admitted 9 december 1848
emmett james 1803 1852 admitted 13 march 1844 dropped 4 february 1845
farnham
john W 1794
admitted 18 or 22 april 1845
farnhamjohn
farr lorin 1820 1909 admitted 12 october 1880
fielding amos 1792 1875
attended provisional meeting on 10 march 1844
admitted 11 march 1844
fielding joseph 1797 1863 admitted between 14 march and 11 april 1844
admitted 1 march 1845 dropped 12 november
foster lucien R 1806
1846

fullmer david 1803 1879 admitted 1 march 1845
fullmer john S 1807 1883 admitted 18 or 22 april 1845 released due to old
age 24 june 1882
gibbs george F 1846 1924 appointed reporter but not member on 5 april
1882 admitted 24 june 1882
grant george D 1812 1876 admitted 9 september 1845
grant heberj
heberd 1856 1945 was voted in 26 june 1882 admitted 27 june or 10
october 1882
grant jedediah M 1816 1856 admitted 6 may 1844
greene
john P 1793 1844 admitted 26 march 1844
greenejohn
Green
eJohn
hardy leonard W 1805 1884 admitted 27 june 1882
hatch abram 1830 igli
1911
29 june 1883
admitted 29june
igil
haws peter 1796
admitted 11 march 1844 dropped sometime after
13 november 1846
heywood joseph L 1815 1910 admitted 6 december 1848 released due to old
heywoodjoseph
age on 24 june 1882
hollister david S 1808 1858 admitted 18 april 1844 possibly dropped after
25 december 1846
hooper william H 1813 1882 was voted in 5 october 1867 admitted 10
october 1867
hunter edward 1793 1883 was voted in 23 january 1867 admitted 25 january
1867
hyde orson 1805 1878 admitted 13 march 1844
admitted 19 march 1844 dropped 4 february 1845
james samuel 1806
jennings william 1823 1886 admitted 10 april 1880
johnson benjamin F 1818 1905
admitted between 14 march and 11 april
1844
was voted in 23 january 1867 admitted 25
kimball charles S 1843 1925
january 1867
was voted in 23 january 1867 admitted 25
kimball david P 1839 1883
january 1867
kimball heber C 1801 1868 attended provisional meeting on 10 march 1844
admitted 11 march 1844
kimball heber P 1835 1885 was voted in 23 23january
january 1867 admitted 5 april
1867
layton christopher 1821 1898 admitted 29june
29 june 1883
lee john D 1812 1877 admitted 1 march 1845
lewis philip B 1804 1877 admitted between 14 march and 11 april 1844
little feramorz 1820 1887 admitted 21 april 1880
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admitted between 14 march and 11 april 1844
1798 1850
admitted between 14 march and 11 april 1844
1813 1877
lyman amasa
possibly dropped after 2255 january 1867 otherwise technically remained a member

lott cornelius

P
M

until death
lyman francis M 1840 1916 admitted 10 april 1880
marks william 1792 1872 admitted 19 march 1844 dropped 4 february 1845
miller george 1794 1856
attended provisional meeting on 10 march 1844
admitted 11 march 1844 dropped after 26 december 1846
morley isaac 1786 1865 was voted in 1 march 1845
considered 10 april 1880 admitted 28june
28 june 1883
murdock john
JohnR R 1826 1913
murdockjohnr
john 1834 1905 admitted 10 april 1880 elected clerk 10 april 1880
nuttall Lljohn
ajohn
pack john 1809 1885 admitted 1 march 1845 released due to old age 24 june
1882

page john E 1799 1867 admitted 1 march 1845 dropped 12 november 1846
parker
rjohn D 1799 1891
Parke
john
parkerjohn
1891 admitted 19 march 1844 released due to old age 24

june

1882

penrose charles W 1832 1925 admitted 26june
26 june 1882
peterson canute 1824 1902 was voted in 27 june 1882

admitted

10

october

1882

phelps
attended provisional meeting on 10 march 1844 but not
john
phelpsjohn
Phelp
sJohn 1800
admitted to council once formal meetings began on 11 march 1844
phelps william W 1792 1872 attended provisional meeting on 10 march 1844
admitted 11 march 1844
pratt orson 1811 1881 attended provisional meeting on 10 march 1844 admitted 11 march 1844
pratt parley P 1807 1857
attended provisional meeting on 10 march 1844
admitted 11 march 1844
pratt parley ajr
P jr 1837 1897
admitted 25 january 1867
preston william B 1830 1908 admitted 10 april 1880
reynolds george 1842 1909 admitted 8 april 1881
rich charles C 1809 1883 admitted between 14 march and 11 april 1844
24 june 1882
released due to old age 24june

pjr

1841 1908
admitted 25 january 1867
richards franklin D 1821 1899 admitted 17 march 1849
richards franklin S 1849 1934 admitted 10 april 1880
richards heber
heberj
heberdJ 1840 1919 was voted in 23 january 1867 admitted 5 october 1867
richards levi 1799 1876 admitted 11 march 1844
richards phinehas 1788 1874 admitted 6 december 1848
richards willard 1804 1854
attended provisional meeting on 10 march 1844
and appointed chairman admitted officially 11 march 1844 released as promanch
match 1844
visional chairman and made recorder on 13 march
rigdon sidney 1793 1876 admitted 19 march 1844 dropped 4 february 1845
rockwell orrin porter 1815 1878 admitted 19 march 1844
rockwood albert P 1805 1879 admitted 1 march 1845
roundy shadrach 1789 1872 was voted in 1 march 1845
sharp john 1820 1891 admitted 25 january 1867
1806
06 1898 admitted 18 or 22 april 1845 released due to old
Shurn
shumway
way charles 18
age 24 june 1882
shurtliff lewis W 1835 1922 admitted 10 april 1883

rich joseph

C
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smith elias 1804 1888 admitted between 14 march and 11 april 1844
smith george A 1817 1875 attended provisional meeting on 10 march
admitted 11 march 1844
smith hyrum 1800 1844
attended provisional meeting on 10 march
admitted 11 march 1844
smith john 1781 1854 admitted between 14 march and 11 april 1844
smith john henry 1848 1911 admitted 10 april 1880
smith joseph jr 1805 1844 attended provisional meeting on 10 march
admitted 11 march 1844 appointed standing chairman 13 march 1844
dained and anointed prophet priest and king over israel on earth on 11

1844
1844

1844

orapril

1844

smith joseph F 1838 1918

was voted in

23 january 1867

admitted

25 january

april

1867
smith silas S 1830 1910 admitted 10 april 1880
smith william 1811 1894 admitted 25 april 1844 dropped after 9 september
1845
smith william R 1826 1894 admitted 10 april 1880
smoot abraham 0 1815 1895 admitted 25 january 1867
snow erastus 1818 1888 admitted 11 march 1844
snow lorenzo 1814 1901
admitted 10 march 1849
snow willard 1811 1853
admitted 6 december 1848
spencer daniel 179
was voted in 1 march 1845 admitted 18 march
17944 1868
1845
spencer orson 1802 1855 admitted 19 march 1844
stout hosea 1810 1889 admitted 25 january 1867
taylor georgej 1834 1914 was voted in 23 23january
january 1867 admitted 25 january
1867
taylor john 1808 1887 attended provisional meeting on 10 march 1844 admitted 11 march 1844 elected standing chairman 10 april 1880 anointed and
ordained as king priest and ruler over israel on earth on 4 february 1885
taylor john W 1858 1916 admitted 9 october 1884
taylor william W 1853 1884 admitted 10 april 1880 elected assistant clerk
on 10 april 1880
26 june 1882 admitted 27june
teasdale george 1831 1907 was voted in 26june
27 june or 10
october 1882
thatcher moses 1842 1909 admitted 10 april 1880
thayer ezra 1790
admitted between 14 march and 11 april 1844
dropped sometime after 22 april 1845
turley theodore 1801 1871 admitted 1 march 1845
vancott
john 1814 1883 admitted 12 october 1880
vancottjohn
wasson lorenzo D 1819 1857 attended provisional meeting on 10 march 1844
admitted 11 march 1844 dropped 4 february 1845
wells daniel H 1814 1891 admitted 6 december 1848
wells junius F 1854 1930 admitted 10 april 1880
whitney newel K 1795 1850 attended provisional meeting on 10 march 1844
admitted 11 march 1844
wight lyman 1796 1858 was voted in 18 april 1844 admitted 3 may 1844
dropped 4 february 1845
winder john R 1820 1910 admitted 8 april 1881
woodruff wilford 1807 1898 admitted 13 march 1844
or

5

196

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol20/iss2/4

34

Quinn: The Council of Fifty and Its Members, 1844 to 1945

woodworth lucien 1799
admitted 11 march 1844 dropped after 1848
yearsley david D 1808 1849 admitted between 14 march and 11 april 1844
young brigham 1801 1877 attended provisional meeting on 10 march 1844
admitted 11 march 1844 appointed standing chairman 4 february 1845
anointed and ordained king priest and ruler over israel on earth probably in
1848 1849 period
young brigham jr 1836 1903 admitted 23 january 1867
young john 1791 1870 admitted 9 february 1849
young john W 1844 1924 admitted 5 october 1867
young joseph 1797 1881 admitted 1 march 1845
young joseph A 1834 1875 admitted 23 january 1867
young phineas
phineasy
phineash
PhineasH
H 1799 1879 admitted 15 april 1845 his fellowship in the
council was challenged on 22 august 1851 but he reconciled himself with the
council on that date
young seymour B 1837 1924 admitted 9 october 1884
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